
COVID-19: Facing Uncertainty  
Mountain Residents Find Optimism 

The Unemployed Working Class 
BY ZEV BLUMENFELD

Reporter

In the lower unit of  a two-story 
home, Crestline residents Ronnie 
Parker and his fiancé Priscilla 
Murphy are rearranging the fur-
niture in their studio apartment to 
pass the time.

“We’re moving our bed to anoth-
er spot in the room. We want to make 
the nursery bigger, so there’s more 
room for the baby,” Ronnie said.

The couple welcomed their son, 
Dillinger, into the world in Janu-
ary. Though it’s only been three 
months since Dillinger’s birth, a 
lot has changed since then.

Back in January, Ronnie worked 
as a dishwasher at two restaurants 
while Priscilla took care of  their 
son. He recounted his routine be-
fore the COVID-19 pandemic as 
waking up, going to work, return-
ing home and going to sleep. As a 
one-income household, the couple 
said they managed their monthly 
expenses on a shoestring budget, 
paying their rent on time and pur-

chasing the necessities.  
But in mid-March, governmen-

tal bodies ramped up their response 
to COVID-19, forcing closures of  
mountain retailers and restau-
rants. Like many, Ronnie found 
himself  unemployed, questioning 
how his family would pay the bills.

For families living pay-
check-to-paycheck before the 
shutdown, the change has been 
daunting, stressful and worrisome. 
Many feel imperiled as they watch 
their bank accounts dwindle. Amid 
the financial squeeze, some find 
themselves dependent upon com-
munity resources like food banks 
and church-distributed meals.

How long the COVID-19 shut-
down lasts remains to be seen, but 
families are trying to make the best 
of  an otherwise hapless situation.

“At first, I felt a little panicked 
and anxious,” said Daryl Lohmey-
er, a substitute bus driver for the 
Rim of  the World School District. 
“Obviously, there’s not going to be 
a need for a substitute bus driver 
when there’s not going to be any-
body to drive.”

Daryl’s supervisor informed 
him of  the potentially imminent 
district-wide shutdown on March 
13. A week later, the school dis-
trict announced its closure. Daryl 
said that his supervisor’s warning 
enabled him to submit all the nec-
essary paperwork to collect a final 
paycheck — a paycheck he and his 
family depend on.

Daryl is part of  a single-income 
family. He lives with his wife Lin-
da and their son James, who has 
Down syndrome.

Before the layoffs, Linda man-
aged James’ homeschooling while 
Daryl worked as a bus driver — 
sometimes spending between 10 
to 11 hours per day away from his 
family.  

“I’ve seen my family more now 
than before COVID-19,” Daryl said. 
“It’s brought us closer together.”

The break from work has given 
Daryl and Linda more opportuni-
ties to communicate and coordi-
nate with each other.

“Even though our son seems 
to want our attention every min-

Lake Arrowhead is Full
BY ANGELA YAP

Lake Arrowhead is full! 
“It is a little over full, about 7” over full, so we 

opened up the Spillway Gates at Willow Creek to bring 
the lake level back to full,” said Bob Mattison, general 
manager of  Arrowhead Lake Association (ALA) that 
maintains Lake Arrowhead and serves the property 
owners of  Arrowhead Woods who are ALA members.

As the ALA main-
tains Lake Arrowhead 
and monitors its lake 
level and manages the 
Spillway Gates, the man-
agement made the deci-
sion to open one of  the 
Spillway Gates at Willow 
Creek on Sunday after-
noon, April 5. The follow-
ing day, ALA opened the 
second gate at 10 a.m.

“With all the rain we 
received in the last two 
days we were able to keep 
the lake from flooding by 
opening both gates. On 
another note, we had our 
first fish stocking of  the 
year this week so we will 
be ready for a great sea-
son when the COVID-19 
situation improves,” said 
Mattison. “In the midst 
of  these difficult times 
dealing with COVID-19, 
it’s nice to be able to 
share some good news.”

“We will leave both 
gates open until the lake 
level is back down to full 
which is  5107.3 feet,” said 
Mattison. “Currently we 
are about 8 inches over 
full so this will take a few 
days at least depending 

on how much additional rain we get.”
At the time of  press, the water getting in the lake 

(from rain and run off  around the lake) seems to be 
faster than it can be let out at the Spillway Gates.

ALA will continue to observe the lake level and re-
assess the Spillway to ensure lake level while assess-
ing all the factors including weather forecast and in-
coming flow of  27 inlets around the lake.

When asked if  there is any damages caused by the 
recent storms, Mattison shared that a home owner’s 
retaining wall situated above dock S-600 collapsed on 
Monday night, April 6. 

Mattison said that the ALA office will remain 
closed to public access but ALA staff  are still answer-
ing phones and processing mailed in membership re-
newals, boat registrations and dock rentals.

“Most ALA office staff  are working from home 
with only occasional visits to the office to drop-off  
and pick-up materials,” added Mattison. “Meetings 
are being conducted online instead of  in-person.”

ALA Maintenance staff  and a few Lake Safety staff  
are working as essential workers, but maintaining 
physical separation to minimize exposure.

In addition to managing Lake Arrowhead, ALA 

also manages 2 beach clubs, 2 parks, an island and 14 
miles of  trail and shoreline including the Marina and 
gas dock and 5 courtesy docks located around the lake 
for members boats. 

If  you have any questions about your ALA mem-
bership or would like to become a ALA member, call 
at 909 337-2595.

ALA opened both of the Spillway Gates at Willow Creek this week as the lake level exceeded the 
full level.

Public Health Officer Orders Face Covering 
Electronic-Only Religious Services

In an effort to protect the public from further spread of  COVID-19, the County’s Act-
ing Health Officer has formally ordered everyone in San Bernardino County to wear a 
face covering when leaving home.

Face coverings may include coverings that secure to the ears or back of  the head 
and encompass the mouth and nose. Homemade cloth ear loop covers, bandannas and 
handkerchiefs, and neck gaiters may be used to reduce the spread of  COVID-19 partic-
ularly among asymptomatic people. Surgical masks and N95 masks must be preserved 
for healthcare workers and emergency responders.

“Staying home, practicing social distancing and frequent handwashing are far more 
effective ways to combat the spread of  COVID-19, and face coverings are not a substitute 
for those practices,” said Dr. Erin Gustafson, the County’s Acting Public Health Officer.

April 7 (Tuesday’s) order also says faith-based services must be electronic only 
through streaming or online technology. People may not leave their homes for driving 
parades or drive-up services or to pick up non-essential items such as pre-packaged 
Easter eggs or bags filled with candy and toys at a drive-thru location.

“We understand that this is an important time for Christians around the world and 
it is natural to want to worship and celebrate with our families. Right now, however, 
is a critical time for our country and our community – we can still celebrate this time 
from the safety of  our individual homes while we help flatten the curve and save lives,” 
said Board of  Supervisors Chairman Curt Hagman. “When we stay home we help our 
healthcare workers and our emergency responders and vulnerable populations beat 
COVID-19.”

Many churches and houses of  worship are hosting “virtual” services, streamed on-
line. The County encourages single-family, home-based worshipping and activities, in-
cluding Easter egg hunts among household members inside the house or in residential 
back yards.

As of  April 7,  San Bernardino County has 530 confirmed cases of  COVID-19 and the 
deaths of  16 county residents have been associated with the disease.

Violation of  the order is a crime punishable by up to a $1,000 fine or imprisonment 
up to 90 days, or both.

For information about the coronavirus crisis, visit the County’s coronavirus web-
site at sbcovid19.com. New information and resources are updated daily. The public can 
also contact the COVID-19 hotline from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday at (909) 
387-3911, or email the County at coronavirus@dph.sbcounty.gov.

A local resident with face covering while conducting essential errands at 
the Cedar Glen Post Office the day after the San Bernardino County Public 
Health made wearing face covering mandatory when leaving the house.

OPTIMISM/A4

Ronnie, Priscilla and their son Dillinger get some 
fresh air amid the COVID-19 pandemic. They 
are one of the many families affected by the 
COVID-19 job layoffs. PHOTO BY MARLISA MCLAUGHLIN
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ute, we can get him interested in play-
ing with his matchbox cars, drawing, 
reading or doing an online class video. 
When he’s doing that it gives us time to 
talk and check in with each other,” Dar-
yl said.  

COVID-19 has prompted many chang-
es in family life. Both Ronnie and Daryl 
said they appreciate the abundance of  
time they now have with their families.

Ronnie and Priscilla described their 
routine as getting up, making breakfast 
and playing with Dillinger. After lunch, 
they walk around their neighborhood 
— exercise they normally wouldn’t 
schedule.

“We’re taking the time to take care 
of  our home and do the things we hav-
en’t been able to do,” Priscilla said.

They even eat meals with the people 
living in the apartment above them.

Despite spending more time with 

their families, questions about paying 
rent and affording the essentials remain 
unanswered, especially if  COVID-19 
continues until August.

Daryl said that if  the shutdowns con-
tinue into autumn, and he’s without a 
job, he won’t be able to pay bills.

The families were also concerned 
about making trips to the grocery store.

“It’s been kind of  scary,” Ronnie said 
about the changes. “We get food stamps 
once a month. So we try to buy stuff  and 
make it last through the whole month.”

While Ronnie and Priscilla said they 
depend on food stamps, organizations 
like Rim Family Services and food banks, 
they skip attending some services.

“I don’t do it all the time because 
other people need it more than we do,” 
Ronnie said.

Grocery shopping presents anoth-
er consideration for Daryl. Linda has 
chronic lymphocytic leukemia, a cancer 
that starts in the bone marrow but moves 
to the blood. Though she’s completed 
chemotherapy, Daryl said that her im-

mune system is vulnerable to infection.  
“I’m usually the one, that when we 

need something, goes to the store,” 
he said. “We try to be smart with our 
shopping. We try to buy for a couple of  
weeks at a time.”

He’s attempting to abide by the mer-
curial changes in government-issued 
safety procedures. Daryl disinfects 
the shopping cart before shopping and 
cleans his purchases before transfer-
ring them into the car. When he arrives 
home, the family sanitizes the groceries 
on a designated countertop, before mov-
ing them to a ‘clean zone.’

Daryl said his family also gets help 
through community food banks and 
churches like the Mountain Food Pan-
try and First Baptist Church.

“It’s kind of  ironic because we volun-
teer at our church, which hosts a food 
bank once a month. But here we are, 
feeling this end of  it, being served as 
opposed to serving,” Daryl said.

Perhaps most profoundly, the pan-
demic has exposed a system in which 
those who were living paycheck-to-pay-
check before the shutdowns are now 
being forced to choose between waiting 
for governmental assistance or find-

ing new employment despite the safety 
warnings and negative health ramifi-
cations. Those choosing the latter put 
themselves and their families at a high-
er risk for contracting COVID-19.

Ronnie said he got a gig doing yard 
work, but it’s not regular employment. 
For the time being, he is prioritizing his 
family’s health over job hunting.

“I don’t want to bring the disease 
into my household, and I’m not trying to 
spread it to other people,” Ronnie said.

Others like Daryl must find work.
Daryl said that when the school 

district closed, he started applying for 
jobs on the popular job website Indeed. 
Though he hopes to find a job, he’s wor-
ried about the possibility of  becoming 
infected and transmitting it to Linda.

Initially, he sought employment 
within the mountain communities. He 
browsed for jobs requiring a commercial 
driver’s license, hoping this would pro-
vide a seamless transition from his work 
driving school buses.

Driving a truck also means less per-
son-to-person contact, reducing the sus-
ceptibility of  infection.

Daryl said he did not want to work 

OPTIMISM
Continued from page A1

OPTIMISM/A5

Daryl, Linda and James bond over a game of Candy Land. Daryl said that 
despite being out of work, he has appreciated the extra family time.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DARYL LOHMEYER

Ronnie and Priscilla sew homemade masks. On April 7, San Bernardino 
County’s Acting Public Health Officer Dr. Erin Gustafson ordered manda-
tory face covering when leaving home. PHOTO BY MARLISA MCLAUGHLIN

James (front) helps his mother, Linda (back), sanitize their groceries. 
The family must be especially careful as Linda has chronic lymphocytic 
leukemia, a cancer that weakens her immune system and elevates her 
risk of contracting COVID-19. PHOTO COURTESY OF DARYL LOHMEYER
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Mountain Food Pantry  
Desperate For Donations

The Mountain Food Pantry will be distributing 
grocery to families in need for the third consecutive 
week on this Friday, April 10.

“The impact of  the Stay at Home Order is being 
felt throughout our community and the necessity for 
support is increasing,” said Dr. Natalie Lindemann, 
founder of  the Mountain Food Pantry.

Many on our mountain communities are finding 
themselves in dire financial situations and are unable 
to meet their needs without support.

This was felt strongly on Friday during Mountain 
Food Pantry’s second food distribution. Again, cars 
began lining up behind Alpine Escrow over an hour 
before opening. 

In only 35 minutes local volunteers ran out of  prod-
uct after handing out groceries to 135 families. Sup-
ply is dependent on donations received and this week 
that included a bonus of  fresh produce for over half  
of  those families. 

“I am so very proud of  what we, as a community, 
have created in such a short period of  time. Through-
out my life I have felt supported and encouraged by 
this community and it’s in times like this that you 
can really see our strength. It’s wonderful how many 
are contributing through donating or volunteering 
their time. There is a great amount of  uncertainty 
and fear and we hope to relieve a little of  the pres-

sure by helping residents meet their basic needs,” 
said Dr. Lindemann.

Steve Keefe, owner/ broker if  Coldwell Banker, 
has also been very involved in the project offering his 
space, time and donations. He expressed, “Watching 
our community and volunteers come together with 
donations first to feed 100 families, then the next week 
come back and offer the same for 130 plus families 
demonstrates how special the people are that make 
up our mountain. I could feel the gratitude as people 

drove off  after picking up donated food for their fami-
lies. What is happening here is very special.” 

The expectation is that demand will continue to 
rise and the pantry does not want to have to turn any-
one away. 

Mountain Food Pantry – A Community Led 
Drive-Thru is depending solely on donations to op-
erate. If  you are able, please drop off  non-perish-
able items behind the Blue Jay Room attached to 
Alpine Escrow, Monday through Thursday 8:00 am 
to 10:00 am.

If  you would like to make a monetary donation 
or volunteer please email mountainfoodpantry@
gmail.com. 

Mountain residents in need of  support can pick up 
goods on Fridays from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm. Drive-thru 
distribution is first come first served.

Religious 
Directory
CALVARY CHAPEL OF LAKE ARROWHEAD
“To Know Christ and Make Him Known”
101 Grandview Road, Twin Peaks • (909) 337-2468
(across from Grandview Elementary School)
Senior Pastor: Scott Stout
Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.
Nursery, Children’s and Youth Programs
Studies available throughout the week
www.cclaca.org

OUR LADY OF THE LAKE CATHOLIC CHURCH
27642 Rim of the World Drive, Crest Park • (909) 337-2333
Daily Mass: Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.
Saturday Masses: 6 p.m. (English), 7:30 p.m. (Spanish)
Sunday Masses: 9 a.m., 11:30 a.m., Family/Lifeteen
www.mountaincatholic.org

MT. CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
27415 School Road, Lake Arrowhead • (909) 337-1412
(behind Rim of the World High School off Highway 18)
Senior Pastor: Randy Buecheler
Sunday Worship Services:
      8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. (Contemporary), 11 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m., Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Nights: Awana, Adult Bible Study, Youth Groups
www.mclutheran.com

LAKE GREGORY COMMUNITY CHURCH
Building Life Changing Relationships through Christ
460 Pine Dr., off Dart Canyon Road, Crestline - 909-338-2813
Sunday Worship Gatherings, 9 & 10:30 a.m.
www.lakegregorychurch.com

LAKE ARROWHEAD COMMUNITY
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
351 South State Highway 173, Lake Arrowhead 
Pastor Bill Stanley • (909) 336-1502 
Sunday Morning Worship: 10 a.m. 
Church School (age 4-6th grade) and Nursery Care 
“Sunday Morning Live” – Study for Adults: 11:30 a.m.
www.lakearrowheadchurch.com • lapres@cpcla.net

JUBILEE MOUNTAIN FELLOWSHIP
23978 Lake Drive, Crestline • (909) 589-2266
Senior Pastor: Tony Wetmore
Sunday Live Virtual Service at 10 a.m.
www.facebook.com/jubileemountainfellowship
www.DomesticMissionaries.org/donate

CHURCH OF THE WOODS
1410 Calgary Drive, Lake Arrowhead • (909) 337-5483
Senior Pastor: Rod Akins
Sunday Worship Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday School: 9 a.m., 11 a.m. • Youth: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Dinner: 5:30 - 6:15p.m. • Bible Study: 6:15 - 7:45p.m.
www.churchofthewoods.org

CALVARY CHAPEL TWIN PEAKS
“Because it is Written…Book by Book Teaching”
Dinner: 5:00pm •  Gathering: 6:00pm
26409 CA-189 • (909) 336-3000
www.cctwinpeaks.com

MOUNTAIN JEWISH COMMUNITY
Meets once or twice a month
Call Midge for more information • (909) 336-1051
mountainjewishcommunity.org

SANDALS CHURCH
Real with Ourselves, God & Others
Weekend services are currently online and can be viewed at:
live.sandalschurch.tv
Saturday: 4:15pm and 6:00pm
Sunday: 8:15am, 10:00am, 11:45am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
Ian Price - Campus Pastor
https://sandalschurch.com/locations/lakearrowhead/

ST. FRANCES CABRINI CATHOLIC CHURCH
23079 Crest Forest Drive, Crestline. •  (909) 338-2303
Mass: Sat. 5:00 p.m. • Sun. 9:30 am English & 12 pm 
Spanish
Daily Mass: Monday - Friday, 8:30 am
Confession: Every Saturday at 4:00 pm or by appointment.
Anointing of the sick: 5th Sat. of the month* at 5:00 pm 
Mass

TWIN PEAKS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26032 Highway 189, Twin Peaks • (909) 337-3011
Senior Pastor: Mike Whisner
Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
www.twinpeakschurch.net

SHILOH MESSIANIC CONGREGATION
170 South Dart Canyon Road, Crestline • (909) 338-4846
Friday Shabbat: 7 p.m.
Sunday Torah Study: 10 a.m.
www.shilohmessianic.com

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CRESTLINE
(behind Lake Gregory Coffee Company) • (909) 338-1918
Senior Pastor: Bill Mellinger
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m.
www.crestlinefbc.com

LOVEMAKERS FOUNDATION
966 Willow Creed Rd. Ste 28, Lake Arrowhead, CA  92352
Tel:  (877) 711-0850
Lovemakersway@gmail.com
Website:  Lovemakersfoundation.com
YouTube Channel:  LoveMakers Foundation

Dr. Natalie Lindemann, Michelle Hutton, Carrie Curran, Kara McGinley, Candice Han and Abby 
Massey prepare grocery bags for distribution.

in the foothill or high desert cities. 
But his applications have gone un-
answered, impelling him to widen 
his search and apply to warehouse 
jobs in San Bernardino.

Deferring his student loans is 
another challenge. Daryl said he 
has made multiple phone calls to 
his loan company, but often waits 
on hold for over forty minutes. Af-
ter being connected with represen-
tatives, he was given a morass of  
misdirection to information online, 
often unrelated to his question.

Filing for unemployment, stu-
dent loans and job searching fill 
most of  his day.

“I’ve probably been spending 
an average of  two to three hours 
on the phone every day and two 
to three hours online. In between 
that, it’s entertaining my child, 
helping my wife with homeschool-
ing and [washing] dishes,” Daryl 
said, laughing.

Faced with economic hardship 
and uncertainty, both families 
said they are trying to remain op-
timistic. Ronnie and Priscilla find 
time to exercise, pushing Dillinger 
in the stroller during their walks 
around the neighborhood.

“We spend more time together 
as a family because I’m usually 
gone, working,” Ronnie said. “I’m 
just trying to be positive and I hope 
everything goes well,”

Daryl and Linda join in a daily 
bible study through video confer-
encing applications. He uses ap-
plications like Zoom and Facetime 
to update his siblings and parents 
who live in the Midwest. Daryl says 
video chatting helps remind him 
that other people are experiencing 
similar circumstances.

“We do weekly check-ins like, 

‘Hey, how are you doing?’” he said, 
laughing. “So that’s been encour-
aging — that’s been good.”

This technology has also made it 
possible for Daryl to continue lead-
ing a junior high and high school 
group from the Christian Service 
Brigade. They discuss future ser-
vice projects and play games like 
scavenger hunts. One boy will think 
of  an object, for example, a spoon. 
Over webcam, he will describe the 
object to the other boys. When the 
boys guess correctly, they run and 
find the object in their homes. The 
first one to find it wins.  

Daryl said he has been grateful 

to engage in the new norm of  web-
based communication.

“I believe that God’s going to 
provide for us. Through the means 
of  others and the kindness in their 
hearts is one of  those ways,” Dar-
yl said. “At the same time, to be 
honest, there are moments when it 
doesn’t seem evident that I’m going 
to be provided for, so there’s that 
stress, that anxiety. ‘What should I 
be doing?’ ‘What can I be doing on 
my own?’ Even when those efforts 
seem to be somewhat hopeless, the 
only thing I have at the end of  the 
day is to remain positive.”

OPTIMISM
Continued from page A4

Ronnie, Priscilla, Dillinger and their friend Marlisa share a meal. 
Ronnie said he and Pricilla frequently eat meals with their neigh-
bors. COURTESY OF RONNIE PARKER
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